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The End Times: What We Need to Know and What We Need to Do 
Luke 21:5-36 

 
Introduction: 

A. Are We in the End Times? 
1. This is a question many Christian and non-Christian who are aware of current events are asking 

themselves.  
2. Even though some do not believe in Christ or in the Bible today’s events are forcing them to come face to 

face with the reality that at least it is possible.  
3. To those who believe in Christ the news is filled with what could easily be the fulfillment of scriptural 

prophecies of the end times.  
4. To unbelievers the news is ominous. 

a) Hollywood is producing in abundance last day’s movies that show the possible destruction of our 
planet and people are flocking to see them!  

b) Television programming is airing a great number of programs designed to make us aware of 
prophecies and current events that fit those prophecies.  

c) All of these together show us that man has become acutely aware and concerned with the real 
possibility that we are actually living in the last days.  

5. If you want to know about the end times, then you need to go to the Bible and see what Jesus says about 
them. 
a) What Jesus says are the truths we should know that might help us answer the question “are we in the 

last days?”  
b) But He also tells us what we should do in the end times. 

 
B. The Questions of the Disciples 

1. The temple was a magnificent structure!  
a) It sat on the top of Mount Zion.  
b) It was built of white marble plated with gold.  
c) The temple was a massive structure that had several porches that were supported with huge, towering 

pillars.  
(1) The pillars were so large that it took three to four men reaching arm to arm to go around each one.  

d) The temple was a striking sight, one of the building wonders of the world.  
e) The disciples apparently stood some place where the temple in all its magnificent beauty struck them 

with awe, and they wanted Jesus to see the beautiful sight. 
f) But our Lord was not impressed.  

2. Jesus had already announced that the city would be destroyed (Luke 19:41-44), but now He told them that 
the day would come when the beautiful Jewish temple would be demolished (Luke 21:5-6). 

3. Jesus left the temple and went to the Mount of Olives, and there Peter, James, John and Andrew privately 
asked Him three questions:  
a) When would the temple be destroyed?  
b) What would be the sign of His coming?  
c) What would be the sign of the end of the age? (see Mark 13:3-4; Matt. 24:3)  

4. The disciples thought that these three events would occur at the same time, but Jesus explained things 
differently.  
a) The temple would be destroyed first, and then there would be a long period of time before He would 

return and establish His kingdom on earth (see Luke 19:11-27).  
b) Our Lord’s reply is what we call “The Olivet Discourse,” the greatest prophetic sermon He ever 

preached. It is recorded in greater detail in Matthew 24-25 and Mark 13.  
c) Since Luke wrote with the Gentile reader in mind, he omitted some of the Jewish elements of the 

sermon but kept the essential truths on what we need to know about the end times and what we need 
to do. 

 
I. What We Need to Know 

A. The Olivet Sermon  
1. The sermon focuses on a period in God’s program called “the Tribulation” when God will pour out His 

wrath on the nations of the world.  
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a) Many Bible students believe that the Tribulation will start after the Rapture when the Lord comes in 
the air and takes His church to heaven (1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11).  

b) It will climax with the return of Jesus Christ to the earth, at which time He will defeat His foes and 
establish His kingdom (Revelation 19:1-20:6).  

2. It is helpful to see the development of the sermon as a whole, so here is a suggested outline: 
The first half of the Tribulation (Matt. 24:4-14; Mark 13:5-13; Luke 21:8-19) 
The middle of the Tribulation (Matt. 24:15-28; Mark 13:14-18; note Dan. 9:24-27) 
The last half of the Tribulation (Matt. 24:29-31; Mark 13:19-27; Luke 21:25-27) 
Closing admonitions (Matt. 24:32-51; Mark 13:28-37; Luke 21:28-36) 

 
3. The Tribulation 

Events Luke Matthew Revelation Seal 
False Christs 21:8 24:4-5 6:1-2 First Seal 
Wars 21:9 24:6 6:3-4 Second Seal 
Famines 21:11 24:7a 6:5-6 Third Seal 
Death 21:16 24:7b-8 6:7-8 Fourth Seal 
Martyrs ? 24:9 6:9-11 Fifth Seal 
Worldwide chaos 21:25 24:10-13 6:12-17 Sixth Seal 

4. That is what we should know about the end times. 
5. So what should we do as we approach these end times? 

 
II. What you should not do (vv. 5-18) 

A. Do not be deceived (v. 8) 
1. Do not be deceived by the False Messiahs 

a) There will be many, not just a few, but many false messiahs.  
b) And they will make two claims.  

(1) The claim of deity.  
(2) The claim that the end time—the age when Israel and the world are to be delivered—is at hand.  

(a) But note what Jesus said in the next point.  
(b) “Go...not...after them.” They are false messiahs.  
(c) The real Messiah has already come, Jesus Christ, the Son of God Himself.  
(d) It is He and He alone who has “the words of eternal life.” 

2. Do not be deceived by end time prophecies 
a) It’s easy to be deceived when dealing with end time prophecies.  
b) It’s easy to be deceived when looking at the end time events.  

(1) Sometimes it seems like certain events are infallible signs that the end is at hand.  
(2) But sometimes these events result in  

(a) The deceiving of others about what the end is all about.  
(b) The discouragement of some people’s faith when the end does not come.  

3. “Be not deceived!” is our Lord’s command, and we must take it to heart.  
a) The only sure way to keep our balance in a deceptive world is to know the Scriptures and obey what 

God tells us to do (2 Peter 3:17-18).  
 

B. Do not be afraid (v. 9) 
1. These things must come to pass; there is nothing anyone can do to prevent them.  

a) This does not mean that God’s people are submitting to blind fate; rather, it means they are yielding to 
the plan of a loving Father who works all things “after the counsel of His own will” (Eph. 1:11). 

2. There will be conflict of nations.  
a) We hear of wars and terrorism and insurrections and confusion (akatastasias).  
b) There are riots and lawlessness and some governments will be overthrown.  
c) It is easy to become extremely disturbed today just watching the news.  

3. But Jesus says we are not to be “terrified or afraid” (ptoethete).  
a) We are not to let our hearts “be troubled” (John 14:1).  


